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Dr Sangeeta Mahapatra, Research Associate, German Institute of Global and Area Studies, 

Hamburg, Germany describes that disinformation and online radicalization are significant 

and interconnected issues in today's digital age which posing threats to social harmony as 

well as democratic processes and individual well-being. In her opinion disinformation refers 

to false and misleading information which deliberately spread with the intention to deceive. 

Disinformation is created and spread with the explicit goal of misleading others. It spreads 

through social media and digital platforms. Disinformation can quickly reach large audiences. 

It often exploits emotional triggers or pre-existing biases to manipulate public opinion. It can 

undermine trust in institutions, distort public discourse. It can influence elections or social 

attitudes. Online radicalization is the process by which individuals are exposed to extremist 

ideologies and encouraged to adopt radical beliefs or engage in extremist activities through 

online platforms. Recruitment into terrorist organizations via online forums is a common 

practice among the militants throughout the world. Youths with radical leanings adopt 

extremist political or ideological beliefs through social media exposure. In conclusion Dr. 

Mahapatra concludes that addressing disinformation and online radicalization requires multi-

faceted approaches involving technology, policy, education, and community engagement to 

safeguard societies against the negative impacts of digital misinformation and extremism. A 

total of 136 participants joined the webinar. 
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